
 
 

 

Critical Environmental Areas: http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6184.html 

 

What is a CEA? 

 

Local agencies may designate specific geographic areas within their boundaries as 

"Critical Environmental Areas" (CEAs). State agencies may also designate geographic 

areas they own, manage or regulate. 

 

Following designation, the potential impact of any Type I or Unlisted Action on the 

environmental characteristics of the CEA is a relevant area of environmental concern and 

must be evaluated in the determination of significance prepared pursuant to Section 617.7 

of SEQR.   

 

What does a CEA do? 

 

SEQR 617.7 Determining Significance: http://www.dec.ny.gov/regs/4490.html#18103 

 

(c)  Criteria for determining significance 

 

(1) To determine whether a proposed Type I or Unlisted action may have a significant 

adverse impact on the environment, the impacts that may be reasonably expected to result 

from the proposed action must be compared against the criteria in this subdivision. The 

following list is illustrative, not exhaustive. These criteria are considered indicators of 

significant adverse impacts on the environment: 

 

(iii) the impairment of the environmental characteristics of a Critical Environmental Area 

as designated pursuant to subdivision 617.14(g) of this Part; 

 

What is the Process? 

 

SEQR 617.14 (g) http://www.dec.ny.gov/regs/4490.html#18103 

 

A local agency may designate a specific geographic area within its boundaries as a 

critical environmental area (CEA). A state agency may also designate as a CEA a specific 

geographic area that is owned or managed by the state or is under its regulatory authority. 

Designation of a CEA must be preceded by written public notice and a public hearing. 

The public notice must identify the boundaries and the specific environmental 

characteristics of the area warranting CEA designation. 

 



 
(1) To be designated as a CEA, an area must have an exceptional or unique character 

covering one or more of the following: 

 

(i) a benefit or threat to human health; 

 

(ii) a natural setting (e.g., fish and wildlife habitat, forest and vegetation, open space and 

areas of important aesthetic or scenic quality); 

 

(iii) agricultural, social, cultural, historic, archaeological, recreational, or educational 

values; or 

 

(iv) an inherent ecological, geological or hydrological sensitivity to change that may be 

adversely affected by any change. 

 

(2) Notification that an area has been designated as a CEA must include a map at an 

appropriate scale to readily locate the boundaries of the CEA, the written justification 

supporting the designation, and proof of public hearing and, must be filed with: 

 

(i) the commissioner; 

 

(ii) the appropriate regional office of the department; and 

 

(iii) any other agency regularly involved in undertaking, funding or approving actions in 

the municipality in which the area has been designated. 

 

(3) This designation shall take effect 30 days after filing with the commissioner. Each 

designation of a CEA must be published in the ENB by the department and the 

department will serve as a clearinghouse for information on CEAs. 

 

(4) Following designation, the potential impact of any Type I or Unlisted Action on the 

environmental characteristics of the CEA is a relevant area of environmental concern and 

must be evaluated in the determination of significance prepared pursuant to Section 617.7 

of this Part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


